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Salvadoran Government &amp; Rebel Representatives
Meet In Geneva, Agree To Begin Negotiations Under U.N.
Mediation
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, April 4, 1990
March 30: United Nations spokesperson Francois Giuliani told reporters that representatives of
the Salvadoran government and the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) would
meet on April 4 in Geneva in the presence of Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar. March 31:
Salvadoran President Alfredo Cristiani said the Geneva meeting would establish protocol only, and
no substantive issues. He added that a date and venue for negotiations had not been established.
April 4: In Geneva, the two sides signed a declaration saying a cease-fire is their "initial objective"
in future negotiations. The protocol said the negotiators hoped to promote actions toward achieving
democracy and respect for human rights, and toward integrating the FMLN rebels into the country's
institutional and political life. Signatories were Shafik Handal, Salvador Samayoa, Ana Guadalupe
Martinez and Roberto Canas for the FMLN; Salvadoran Justice Minister Oscar Santamaria, and
ambassadors Guillermo Paz Larin, Ana Cristina Sol and Carlos Ernesto Mendoza; and, Secretary
General Perez de Cuellar. Procedures for future talks accepted by both sides are as follows: direct
negotiations between the two sides mediated by Perez de Cuellar or his personal representative,
or the UN envoy bargaining separately with government and rebel delegations; once the talks
begin, they are to continue in an uninterrupted fashion, i.e., both sides agreed to not back out of
the process; the UN envoy may maintain confidential contacts with UN member governments
or blocs of countries that could facilitate the success of the peace process by means of advice and
support; and, mechanisms are to be established for information exchange and consultation with
Salvadoran political parties and other representative social groups organizations, described as
playing an important role in the dialogue process. Perez de Cuellar's personal representative Alvaro
de Soto said, "The simple fact of agreeing on the procedure for the realization of the negotiating
process is a considerable advance." No date or location for the next session of talks was announced.
Handal told reporters that the FMLN does not seek amnesty, but rather democracy and justice for
the Salvadoran people. He said he believed in the seriousness of the negotiation process. (Basic data
from AFP, 03/30/90; Notimex, 03/30/90, 04/04/90; Xinhua, 04/04/90; AP, 04/04/90)
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